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Along the Spectrum 

  April is Autism Awareness month. Hundreds of thousands of landmarks, buildings, homes and 
communities around the world, light blue in recognition of people living with autism. Autism-
friendly events and educational activities take place all month to increase understanding and 
acceptance and foster worldwide support. Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a complex develop-
mental disorder that affects a person’s ability to communicate and interact with others. More than 
3.5 million Americans currently live with ASD, and 1 in 68 children are born with a variation of it, 
so it’s likely you know, whether or not you’re aware of it, someone on the autism spectrum.  

Do you know anyone interested in attending the four day Summer 
Autism Experiential Training June 4-7? We still have room for a for a 
few more participants, please email Amber at aealey@tmcsea.org  

Did you know?  

Females with ASD are often misdiagnosed or 

“missed diagnosed”. In honor of Autism Awareness 

month, Dr. Lori Ernsperger, created a short video to 

discuss the gender disparity for females with ASD. 

Click below to watch the video and learn more.  

Actions That Show Support 

Participate in a walk. There are hundreds of Autism 
walks around the country throughout the year. If you 
can participate in one during the month of April, great! If 
not, walking any time during the year for registered 
events is a great way to spread support and awareness. 

Spend time with someone with autism. The best way 
to begin to understand autism is to interact with some-
one who is affected by it. Giving someone you know 
with autism support and consideration is a great way to 
celebrate the month and spread awareness and advo-
cacy. 

Be an advocate. Talk to your local school board. Write 
a letter or go to a meeting. Show your support for inclu-
sion and for autism spectrum disorders in your local 
schools. 

No matter whether you choose to raise awareness and 
show your support through social media, donations, 
events or advocacy, the important thing is that the sup-
port is there. Although Autism Awareness Month is a 
great time to show this, the disorder does not only exist 
during April, so it’s essential to advocate for children, 
and adults, with autism year-round. 

 

mailto:aealey@tmcsea.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OF3M08iUYo&feature=youtu.be
https://act.autismspeaks.org/site/SPageServer?pagename=walk_homepage
https://act.autismspeaks.org/site/SPageServer?pagename=walk_homepage


Local Agencies  

http://www.easterseals.com/ci/our-programs/autism-asd-
services/ 

https://hisra.org/  

http://www.skillsprout.com/  

https://autismpeoria.com/ 

What We’ve Learned 
 
CDC estimates that about 1 in 68 children has been identified with ASD (or 14.6 per 1,000 8-year-olds). 
These estimates from the ADDM Network are based on data collected from health and special education 
records of children living in 11 communities across the United States during 2012. These 11 communities 
comprised 8.5% of the United States population of 8-year-olds in 2012. Information was collected on chil-
dren who were 8 years old because previous work has shown that, by this age, most children with ASD 
have been identified for services. 
 
In 2007, CDC’s ADDM Network first reported that about 1 in 150 children had ASD (based on 2002 data 
from 14 communities). Then, in 2009, the ADDM Network reported that 1 in 110 children had ASD (based 
on 2006 data from 11 communities). And, in 2012, the ADDM Network reported that 1 in 88 children had 
ASD (based on 2008 data from 14 communities). In 2014, the ADDM Network reported that about 1 in 68 
children had ASD (based on 2010 data from 11 communities). This means that the estimated prevalence of 
ASD increased roughly 123% during 2002 to 2010. However, the estimated prevalence of ASD stayed 
about the same between 2010 and 2012.. 
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/addm.html 

The purpose of this kit is to provide helpful information about students 
with autism and tools and strategies to achieve positive interactions 

and increase learning for all members of the school community.  

School Community Tool Kit 

http://www.easterseals.com/ci/our-programs/autism-asd-services/
http://www.easterseals.com/ci/our-programs/autism-asd-services/
https://hisra.org/
http://www.skillsprout.com/
https://autismpeoria.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/addm.html
https://www.autismspeaks.org/family-services/tool-kits/school-community-tool-kit

