Difficulty using scissors 
· Ensure proper desk, table and chair positioning- very important!
· Use a visual cue (such as a smiley or sticker) on the thumbhole & cue to hold the scissors in a “thumbs up” position. Also darkening the top scissor blade can be a helpful visual guide for cutting along a line.

· If it is hard for your student to open the scissors, wrap a large rubber band under one of the finger holes, which causes the scissors to open when cutting. 

· Outline the picture to draw attention to the cutting lines.

· Cue the student to cut just past the corners and curves before turning the paper. 

· Start with cutting out lines, curves, and simple shapes on playing cards, magazine inserts, and heavy construction paper before moving onto flimsier paper if your student really struggles.
· Use stiff paper (construction paper) it will make it a little easier to manage the paper while cutting. 
· Cut up straws and then string the pieces onto a pipe cleaner or string. 
· Instruct student to cut off excess paper.
· Pretend the scissors are alligators taking big chomps.

· Cut ends of licorice to make straws; cut tops off fruit snacks, cut up pieces of string cheese.

· Cut strips to make paper chains; roll playdough into snakes and cut into pieces.

· Go outside and cut grass or dandelions with scissors, a great spring activity.

· Cut up junk mail.
· Use heavy paper (index cards) or playdough to help refine scissor cutting skills.  Make sure hands are in the “thumbs-up” position. 
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Use adaptive scissors.
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